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PROCESS INTERFACE VALVE ASSEMBLY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority from U.S. Provi-
sional Application Ser. No. 61/324,516, entitled “PROCESS
INTERFACE VALVE ASSEMBLY;” filed on Apr. 15, 2010,
the entire disclosure of which is fully incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present application relates to valve assemblies. More
particularly, in an exemplary embodiment, the application
relates to valve assemblies that can be used to sample fluid
from a process piping system.

BACKGROUND

Process interface valves are used to sample fluid from
process piping systems. The sampled fluid is tested or ana-
lyzed. Process piping systems are used in a variety of different
markets, including, but not limited to, oil and gas, chemical,
petrochemical, and power generation markets.

One existing series of process interface valves is the KEN-
MAC® series of process interface valves available from
Swagelok®. For example, the KENMAC® VB04 valves
include first and second block valves disposed in a process
fluid access passage and a bleed valve disposed in a vent
passage that branches off of the fluid access passage. A probe
can be inserted through the first and second block valves and
into communication with the process fluid. The process fluid
is then sampled through the probe and analyzed. A wide
variety of existing instrumentation can be used for the analy-
sis of the process fluid.

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of one or more of the inventions, a
valve (for example, a process interface valve) may be config-
ured to receive an element (for example, a probe, tool, fluid, or
other media) through an access port for delivery of the ele-
ment through the open valve. To prevent the valve assembly
from being inadvertently operated when the element is
extending through the valve, an access blocking device may
be disposed in the process fluid access passage to selectively
block insertion of the element.

In accordance with an embodiment of one or more of the
inventions presented in this disclosure, a valve assembly
includes a valve body having a fluid access passage extending
from a process fluid port to an access port, a block valve
disposed in the fluid access passage and movable between
open and closed conditions, an access blocking device dis-
posed in the fluid access passage between the access port and
the block valve, and a valve interlock arrangement. The
access blocking device is movable from an access blocking
condition in which access to the block valve through the
access port is blocked, to an access permitting condition in
which access to the block valve through the access port is
permitted. The valve interlock arrangement is configured
such that the block valve is prevented from being moved to the
closed condition when the access blocking device is in the
access permitting condition.

According to another aspect of one or more of the inven-
tions, a valve interlock arrangement may additionally or alter-
natively be configured to prevent movement of an access
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blocking device to an access permitting condition when the
fluid control valve is in a closed condition, thereby preventing
an impact between an element inserted through an access port
and a closed valve element.

According to still another aspect of one or more of the
inventions, a method is described for preventing damage to a
probe insertable into an access port of a process interface
valve assembly and through an open block valve of the pro-
cess interface valve assembly. In one such method, an indi-
cation that the probe may have been inserted through the
block valve is provided. Operation of the block valve from an
open condition toward a closed condition is prevented in
response to the indication that the probe may have been
inserted into the block valve. In another method, an indication
that the block valve is in the closed condition is provided, and
operation of a probe blocking device from a probe blocking
condition to a probe accepting condition is prevented in
response to the indication that the block valve is in the closed
condition.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic illustration of a process interface
valve and interlock assembly with a block valve in a closed
position;

FIG. 1B illustrates the process interface valve and interlock
assembly of FIG. 1A with the block valve in an open position
and a probe inserted through the block valve;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating operation of a probe
access valve interlock assembly;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating operation of a probe
access valve interlock assembly;

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of an exemplary embodiment
of'a process interface valve assembly and a probe;

FIG. 4B is an enlarged front view of the process interface
valve assembly shown in FIG. 4A;

FIG. 4C is an enlarged sectional view taken along the plane
indicated by lines 4C-4C in FIG. 4A;

FIG. 5 is a view of the process interface valve assembly
illustrating a probe blocking device being moved from a
probe blocking position toward a probe accepting position;

FIG. 6A is a front view of the process interface valve
assembly illustrating a block valve moved from a closed
position to an open position;

FIG. 6B is an enlarged sectional view of the process inter-
face valve assembly shown in FIG. 6A;

FIG. 7 is a front view of a process interface valve assembly
illustrating a probe blocking device moved to a probe accept-
ing position, with the handles of the block valve and probe
blocking device shown in phantom to illustrate additional
features of the assembly;

FIG. 8 is an enlarged sectional view of the probe interface
valve assembly shown in FIG. 7, with a probe inserted
through the probe interface valve assembly;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 8 illustrating the
probe blocking device moved from the probe accepting posi-
tion toward the probe blocking position;

FIG. 9A is an enlarged portion of FIG. 9 as indicated by
reference 9A in FIG. 9;

FIG. 10A is a front view of a process interface valve assem-
bly, illustrating a bleed valve moved from a closed position to
an open position;

FIG. 10B is a sectional view of the process interface valve
assembly shown in FIG. 10A;

FIG. 11A is a sectional view illustrating components of an
exemplary embodiment of a probe blocking device;
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FIG. 11B is another sectional view of the probe blocking
device of FIG. 11A;

FIG. 11C is a perspective view illustrating components of
the probe blocking device of FIG. 11A;

FIG. 11D is a perspective view illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of a probe blocking member;

FIG.11E is a sectional view taken along the plane indicated
by lines 11E-11E in FIG. 11D;

FIG. 11F is a view similar to the view of FIG. 11E showing
the probe blocking member turned from a probe accepting
position toward a probe blocking position and into engage-
ment with the probe;

FIG. 11G is a perspective view illustrating an exemplary
embodiment of another probe blocking member;

FIG. 11H is a sectional view taken along the plane indi-
cated by lines 11H-11H in FIG. 11G;

FIG. 12 is a enlarged sectional view showing ball valve
components that can be used in the process interface valve;

FIG. 13 is a sectional view of an embodiment of another
process interface valve assembly;

FIG. 14A is a perspective view of a process valve assembly
with a probe blocking assembly having a locking mechanism
(handles of the block valve and the bleed valve are removed);
and

FIG. 14B is a schematic illustration of the locking mecha-
nism shown in FIG. 14A as indicated by section lines 14B-
14B in FIG. 14A.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

While the inventions are described herein with specific
reference to a variety of structural and material features, such
descriptions are intended to be exemplary in nature and
should not be construed in a limiting sense. For example, the
exemplary embodiments are described primarily in terms of
ball valve assemblies. Those skilled in the art, however, will
readily appreciate that any one or more of the aspects and
features of the inventions may be used with a valve assem-
blies that include one or more of a wide variety of different
types of valves. Further, the components of the process inter-
face valve assemblies can be made from any suitable materi-
als. For example, all of the components that contact the pro-
cess fluid can be made from metal, such as stainless steel,
carbon steel, duplex steel, or any other metal and/or from
polymers, such as plastics (including, for example, PTFE,
FEP, PFA, etc.) and elastomers. The materials of the compo-
nents of the process interface valve assemblies can be
selected based on the intended application.

Further, while the exemplary embodiments described
herein are identified as process interface valve assemblies for
sampling fluid from a process piping system using a probe
inserted through the valve assembly, with a mechanical valve
interlock preventing rotational closure of a block valve ele-
ment on the inserted probe, other valve assemblies and sys-
tems may utilize one or more of the inventive features
described in the present application. For example, a valve
assembly may be configured to receive some other tool,
medium, or other such element therethrough, for which clo-
sure of the valve assembly in this element receiving condition
may be undesirable. As another example, a valve interlock
arrangement, as used herein, may include any type of arrange-
ment or device configured to restrict or control operation of a
first device (such as a block valve or probe blocking device) as
a function of a state of a second device (such as a block valve
or probe blocking device), such as an operational position of
the second device, or the presence of an inserted element
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within the second device. For example, many types of
mechanical, electrical, electromechanical, magnetic, or fluid
driven valve interlock arrangements may be utilized to pre-
vent closure of a valve element on an inserted element. As still
another example, a mechanical interlock arrangement utiliz-
ing one or more of the features described herein may be
provided to limit the corresponding conditions of two or more
rotationally adjustable devices, including, for example, shut-
off valves, multidirectional valves, regulating valves, block-
ing devices, electrical knobs, and other such devices.

While various inventive aspects, concepts and features of
the inventions may be described and illustrated herein as
embodied in combination in the exemplary embodiments,
these various aspects, concepts and features may be used in
many alternative embodiments, either individually or in vari-
ous combinations and sub-combinations thereof. Unless
expressly excluded herein all such combinations and sub-
combinations are intended to be within the scope of the
present inventions. Still further, while various alternative
embodiments as to the various aspects, concepts and features
of the inventions—such as alternative materials, structures,
configurations, methods, circuits, devices and components,
hardware, alternatives as to form, fit and function, and so
on—may be described herein, such descriptions are not
intended to be a complete or exhaustive list of available alter-
native embodiments, whether presently known or later devel-
oped. Those skilled in the art may readily adopt one or more
of the inventive aspects, concepts or features into additional
embodiments and uses within the scope of the present inven-
tions even if such embodiments are not expressly disclosed
herein. Additionally, even though some features, concepts or
aspects of the inventions may be described herein as being a
preferred arrangement or method, such description is not
intended to suggest that such feature is required or necessary
unless expressly so stated. Still further, exemplary or repre-
sentative values and ranges may be included to assist in
understanding the present disclosure, however, such values
and ranges are not to be construed in a limiting sense and are
intended to be critical values or ranges only if so expressly
stated. Moreover, while various aspects, features and con-
cepts may be expressly identified herein as being inventive or
forming part of an invention, such identification is not
intended to be exclusive, but rather there may be inventive
aspects, concepts and features that are fully described herein
without being expressly identified as such or as part of a
specific invention, the inventions instead being set forth in the
appended claims. Descriptions of exemplary methods or pro-
cesses are not limited to inclusion of all steps as being
required in all cases, nor is the order that the steps are pre-
sented to be construed as required or necessary unless
expressly so stated.

FIGS. 1A and 1B schematically illustrate an exemplary
embodiment of a process interface valve assembly 100 with
an exemplary valve interlock arrangement 112. The illus-
trated process interface valve assembly 100 includes a valve
body 102, a process fluid access passage 104, and a block
valve 106. The process fluid access passage 104 extends
through the valve body 100 from a process fluid port 116 to an
access port or probe port 118. The illustrated block valve 106
includes a valve element 120 disposed in the process fluid
access passage 104. The block valve 106 is operable to selec-
tively open (see FIG. 1B) and close (see FIG. 1A) the fluid
access passage 104.

According to an aspect of the present application, an
assembly including first and second devices may be provided
with an interlock arrangement configured such that operabil-
ity of one of the first and second devices is a function of an
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operational state of the other of the first and second devices. In
one embodiment, a valve interlock arrangement associated
with a block valve and a probe blocking device is configured
such that operability of one of the block valve and the probe
blocking device is a function of an operational state of the
other ofthe block valve and the probe blocking device. As one
example, the valve interlock arrangement may be configured
such that the block valve is prevented from being moved to or
toward a closed condition when the probe blocking device is
in a probe accepting condition, with the block valve being
permitted to move to or toward the closed condition when the
probe blocking device is in a probe blocking condition. As
another example, the valve interlock arrangement may addi-
tionally or alternatively be configured such that the probe
blocking device is prevented from being moved to or toward
the probe accepting condition when the block valve is in the
closed condition, with the probe blocking device being per-
mitted to move to or toward the probe accepting condition
when the block valve is in the open condition.

Referring to FIG. 2, in one exemplary embodiment, the
valve interlock arrangement 112 changes state 10 depending
on whether the valve is open or the valve is closed. If the valve
is open, the valve interlock arrangement 112 allows 12 inser-
tion of a probe 140 through the block valve 106 (see FIG. 1B).
Ifthe valve 106 is closed, the valve interlock arrangement 112
prevents 14 insertion of the probe 140 to the block valve. This
may inhibit potential damage to the block valve 106 and/or
the probe 140.

Referring to FIG. 3, in another exemplary embodiment, the
valve interlock arrangement 112 of FIGS. 1A and 1B changes
state 16 depending on whether or not the probe 140 could be
disposed in the block valve 106. If the probe 140 could not be
disposed in the block valve 106, the interlock arrangement
112 allows 18 the block valve 106 to close. If the probe 140
could be disposed in the block valve 106, the interlock
arrangement 112 prevents 20 the block valve 106 from clos-
ing. This prevents the block valve 106 from potentially crimp-
ing or otherwise damaging the probe 140.

In another embodiment, the valve interlock arrangement
112 performs the functions illustrated by FIG. 2 and the
functions illustrated by FIG. 3. In this embodiment, the probe
140 is inhibited from being inserted into contact with a closed
block valve 106 and a probe in an open block valve is inhib-
ited from being damaged by moving the block valve from the
open position toward the closed position.

The valve interlock arrangement 112 may take a wide
variety of different forms. For example, any type of sensor
may be employed to sense the position of the block valve 106
and/or the probe 140. The output of such a sensor or sensors
may be used to control a mechanism that selectively inhibits
movement of the probe 140 and/or the block valve 106. The
valve interlock arrangement may comprise one or more
mechanical linkages that selectively inhibit movement of the
block valve 106 based on the position or possible positions of
the probe 140 and/or that selectively inhibit movement of the
probe based on the position of the block valve. The output of
a sensor or sensors may be provided to a controller or com-
puter that automatically controls the valves. The controller or
computer may be programmed to selectively inhibit move-
ment of the block valve based on the position or possible
positions of the probe 140 and/or that selectively inhibit
movement of the probe based on the position of the block
valve. Any arrangement that performs one or more of the
functions illustrated by FIGS. 2 and 3 can be employed.

In FIGS. 1A and 1B, the valve interlock arrangement 112 is
schematically illustrated and includes a probe interface com-
ponent 30 that is linked to a block valve interface component
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32. In one exemplary embodiment, the block valve interface
component 32 provides an indication of whether the block
valve 106 is open or closed. The probe interface component
30 is linked to the block valve interface component 32, such
that the probe interface component 30 allows insertion of the
probe when the block valve interface component indicates
that the block valve 106 is open and prevents insertion of the
probe when block valve interface indicates that the block
valve is closed.

In one exemplary embodiment, the probe interface com-
ponent 30 provides an indication of whether the probe 140 is
or could be disposed in the block valve 106. The probe inter-
face component 30 is illustrated as being downstream of the
block valve 106, but could be disposed at the block valve 106
or any other suitable location. The block valve interface com-
ponent 32 is linked to the probe interface component 30, such
that the block valve interface component 32 inhibits move-
ment of the block valve toward the closed position when the
probeis or could be disposed in the block valve and allows the
block valve to close when the probe is not or could not be
disposed in the block valve.

The probe interface component 30 may take a wide variety
of different forms. For example, the probe interface compo-
nent 30 may be a sensor that provides an indication of the
presence or position of the probe. The probe interface com-
ponent 30 may be a blocking member or mechanism that
selectively blocks the process fluid passage 104. In the
embodiment represented by FIG. 2, such a blocking member
or mechanism would selectively allow or prevent insertion of
the probe 140. In the embodiment represented by FIG. 3, such
a blocking member or mechanism would provide an indica-
tion of whether the probe could be in the block valve, since the
probe could not be in the block valve if the process fluid
passage is blocked (for example, by an access blocking
device).

The valve interface component 32 may take a wide variety
of different forms. For example, the valve interface compo-
nent 32 may be a sensor that provides an indication of the
position of the block valve 106 or a component that moves as
the valve 106 moves from the open position to the closed
position.

The process interface valve assembly 100 with a valve
interlock arrangement 112 can take a wide variety of different
forms. FIGS. 4A-4C provide a non-limiting example of a
process interface valve assembly 100 that includes an inter-
lock arrangement 112. However, the process interface valve
assembly 100 and the valve interlock 112 can take a wide
variety of different forms. In the example of FIGS. 4A-4C,
process interface valve assembly 100 includes a valve body
102, a process fluid access passage 104 (FIG. 4C), a block
valve 106, and an optional bleed valve 108. While the exem-
plary valve body 102 is shown as a single unitary body in
which the block valve 106, bleed valve 108, and probe block-
ing device 110 are installed, in other embodiments, a valve
body may be formed from multiple bodies detachably or
permanently assembled with each other. For example, a valve
body may be formed from the bodies of separate block valve,
bleed valve, and probe blocking devices.

Inthe example illustrated by FIGS. 4A-4C, the probe inter-
face component 30 (see FIG. 1A) of the valve interlock
arrangement 112 comprises an access blocking device or
probe blocking device 110. The probe blocking device 110
has a probe blocking member 122 (FIG. 4C) disposed in the
process fluid access passage between the probe port 118 and
the block valve element 120. The probe blocking device 110
is moveable from an access blocking or probe blocking posi-
tion where a probe is prevented from being inserted through
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the probe port 118 past the blocking member 122 of the probe
blocking device 110 (see FIG. 4C) to an access permitting or
probe accepting position where the probe is insertable
through the probe port past the probe blocking device 110
(see FIG. 8).

Referring to FIG. 4C, when the block valve 106 is closed,
a process fluid is prevented from flowing in the fluid access
passage past the valve element 120. Referring to FIG. 8, when
the block valve 106 is open and the probe blocking device 110
is in the probe accepting position 110, a probe 140 can be
inserted into a process fluid vessel or conduit 142, such as a
pipe. In the illustrated embodiment, the valve interlock
arrangement 112 is configured such that the block valve 106
is prevented from being moved from the open position to the
closed position when the probe blocking device 110 is in the
probe accepting position (see FIG. 7). This prevents the block
valve 106 from being closed while the probe 140 is disposed
in the valve member 120 of the block valve 106.

In the embodiment illustrated by FIGS. 4A-4C, the process
interface valve assembly 100 includes the optional bleed
valve 108. FIG. 13 illustrates an embodiment of a process
interface valve assembly 1000 that does not include the
optional bleed valve 108. The process interface valve assem-
bly 1000 is not described in detail, since all of its components
are included in the process interface valve assembly 100.

Referring to FIG. 4C, when the optional bleed valve 108 is
included, a bleed passage 150 is defined in the valve body
102. The bleed passage 150 extends from a bleed port 152 to
the process fluid access passage 104. The bleed valve 108 has
a valve element 125 disposed in the bleed passage 150. The
bleed valve 108 is operable to selectively open and close the
bleed passage 150. In the FI1G. 4C example, the valve element
120 of the block valve 106 is disposed between the process
fluid port 116 and the bleed passage 150. In the FI1G. 4A-4C
embodiment, the valve interlock arrangement 112 is config-
ured such that the bleed valve 108 is prevented from being
opened when the block valve is open (see FIG. 6A) and the
block valve is prevented from being opened when the bleed
valve is open (see FIG. 10A).

The valve body 102 can take a wide variety of different
forms. Any structure that provides an interface to the process
fluid vessel or conduit 142 can be used. In the illustrated
embodiment, the fluid access passage 104 is straight. In other
embodiments, the fluid access passage may be curved or have
a curved portion. For example, the fluid access passage 104
may be curved orhave a curved portion if the probe is flexible.

The process fluid port 116 may take a wide variety of
different forms. For example, the process fluid port 116 may
be any structure configured to couple with any type of fitting
capable of coupling the fluid access passage 104 to the pro-
cess fluid vessel or conduit 142. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the process fluid port 116 comprises internal threads
(see FIG. 4C) that accept an end screw 164.

A wide variety of different types of probes can be used with
the process interface valve assembly. The illustrated probe
140 comprises an elongated tube having a first open end 141
with a valve 143 coupled to a second end (see FIG. 4A). The
valve 143 can be opened and closed to control fluid flow
through the probe. In other embodiments, other insertable
elements, such as sensors, cameras, or other tools, or other
materials or media, may be used with a valve assembly as
described herein.

The access port or probe port 118 may take a wide variety
of different forms. For example, the probe port 118 may be
any structure configured to couple with any type of fitting 166
capable of accepting and sealing around a probe 140. In an
exemplary embodiment, the probe fitting 166 is configured to
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maintain the seal with the probe 140, when the probe is moved
in the process passage 104 as indicated by arrows 168 in FIG.
4C. A wide variety of existing fittings can be used as the probe
fitting. In the illustrated embodiment, the probe port com-
prises internal threads (see FIG. 4C) that accept a first com-
ponent 170 of the probe fitting 166. A second component 172
of the fitting may be tightened to the first fitting component
170 to form a seal around the probe 140 in a well known
manner. For example, tightening the first fitting component
170 with the second fitting component 172 may compress a
seal member or packing to form a seal around the probe 140.

The block valve 106 may take a wide variety of different
forms. Examples of different types of valves that may be used
include, but are not limited to, ball valves, plug valves, shuttle
valves, needle valves, gate valves, spool valves and the like.
Any type of valve capable of opening and closing the fluid
access passage 104 can be used. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the valve also allows the probe 140 to be inserted past
the block valve in the fluid access passage.

The illustrated block valve 106 is a ball valve. A wide
variety of different ball valve configurations may be used.
One suitable ball valve configuration is the configuration of
the VB04 ball valve modules of the KENMAC® series of
process interface valves available from Swagelok®. FIG. 12
is an enlarged cross-sectional illustration of components of
the block valve 106. The block valve 106 includes the valve
element 120, a first valve seat 900, a second valve seat 902,
and a valve stem 904. The illustrated valve element 120 is
spherical and includes a flow passage 906. The illustrated
valve seats 900, 902 are annular with a central openings 908.
The valve seat 900 seals against the valve element 120 and the
end screw 164. The valve seat 902 seals against the valve body
102 and the valve element 120. The valve stem 904 is coupled
to the valve element 120 and a block valve handle 180. Rota-
tion of the handle 180 rotates the valve stem 904 to rotate the
valve element to the open and closed positions. In the open
position, the central openings 908, 910 are aligned with the
flow passage 906 to allow fluid flow (see FIG. 6B). In the
closed position, the flow passage 906 is misaligned with (or
does not overlap with) the central openings 908, 910 to pre-
vent flow (see FIG. 4C).

In the illustrated embodiment, the block valve 106 is lim-
ited to ninety degrees of rotation between the closed position
(see FIG. 4B) and the open position (see FIG. 6 A). This can be
accomplished in a wide variety of different ways. In the
illustrated embodiment, stop pins 300 are disposed in the
valve body 102. The stop pins 300 are positioned to engage
the block valve handle 180 at the open and closed positions.

The access blocking or probe blocking device 110 can take
awide variety of different forms. Any arrangement capable of
selectively preventing and allowing probe insertion to the
block valve 106 can be used. The probe blocking device 110
may prevent or allow fluid flow between the probe port 118
and the block valve 106 when the probe blocking device is in
the probe blocking position. A valve may be used as the probe
blocking device if the probe blocking device 110 is intended
to prevent fluid flow between the probe port 118 and the block
valve 106 when the probe blocking device is in the probe
blocking position. Examples of types of valves that may be
used as the probe blocking device 110 include, but are not
limited to, ball valves, plug valves, shuttle valves, needle
valves, and the like. Examples of types of mechanisms that
may be used as the probe blocking device 110 if the probe
blocking device is not intended to prevent fluid flow between
the probe port 118 and the block valve 106 include, but are not
limited to, rotary and/or linear devices having a passage that
is selectively alignable with the process fluid passage 104 and
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devices having blocking portions that are selectively move-
able into the process fluid passage, such as devices that
include a blocking pin or other blocking member sufficient to
obstruct insertion of a probe or other insertable element into
the block valve 106.

FIGS. 11A-11C are illustrations of an exemplary embodi-
ment of an access blocking or probe blocking device 110. The
illustrated probe blocking device 110 includes the probe
blocking member 122, a handle 800, seal rings 802, and a
retention pin 804. Referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B, the probe
blocking member 122 is cylindrical with an integral stem 810.
First and second annular seal recesses 812 are defined in the
probe blocking member 122. An annular retention recess 814
is defined in the probe blocking member 122. The probe
blocking member 122 includes a probe passage 816. The
probe passage 816 may take any form that allows the probe
140 to be inserted through the probe blocking member 122. In
one exemplary embodiment, the probe passage 816 is config-
ured to reduce stress applied to the probe 140 when the probe
blocking device is moved from the probe accepting position
toward the probe blocking position to move the probe block-
ing member 122 into contact with the probe (see FIGS. 9 and
9A). This reduced stress can be accomplished in a variety of
different ways. For example, the probe passage can be con-
figured to increase the contact area between the probe block-
ing member 122 and the probe 140 when the probe blocking
device is moved from the probe accepting position toward the
probe blocking position. In such an example, notches 822,
824 in the edges of the cylindrical bore 820 may be oriented
to provide surface contact between the outer surface of the
probe and the edge of the central bore when the probe block-
ing member is rotated toward the probe blocking condition
and into engagement with the inserted probe. This increases
the contact area between the probe blocking member 122 and
the probe 140 as compared to a substantially continuous
cylindrical bore, to reduce the potential stress applied to the
probe.

Referring to FIGS. 11D-11F, a probe passage 816 may be
configured to increase the contact area between the probe
blocking member 122 and the probe 140 when the probe
blocking device is moved from the probe accepting position
toward the probe blocking position and against an inserted
probe. In this embodiment, the contact area is increased by
providing a probe passage 816 with a central cylindrical bore
820 and first and second notch areas 1122, 1124. The notch
areas can take a wide variety of different forms. In one
embodiment, the notch areas 1122, 1124 have skewed cylin-
drical surfaces that match the outside surface of a cylindrical
object. For example, the notch areas 1122, 1124 may substan-
tially correspond to an outer cylindrical surface of the probe
140 (see FIG. 11F). However any shape that increases the
contact area between the probe 140 and the bore can be used.
Referring to FIG. 11F, the illustrated notch areas 1122, 1124
have a common central axis 1100 that is out of alignment with
respect to a central axis 1102 of the cylindrical bore 820. For
example, an angle 6 may be formed between the common
central axis of the notch areas 1122, 1124 and the central axis
1102 of the cylindrical bore 820. The notch areas 1122, 1124
increase the contact area between the probe blocking member
122 and the probe 140 as compared to a substantially con-
tinuous cylindrical bore to reduce the potential stress applied
to the probe. In the embodiment illustrated by FIGS. 11D-
11F, the probe passage 816 also includes first and second
chamfers 1126, 1128. The first and second chamfers 1126,
1128 help to guide the probe end into the central cylindrical
bore 820 during probe insertion and retraction.
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In another embodiment, notched areas in the orifice of a
probe blocking member may include discontinuous surfaces
configured to accommodate probes of multiple sizes. For
example, as shown in FIGS. 11G and 11H, a probe blocking
member 122" includes a probe passage 816' with a notched
area 1122' having a first skewed cylindrical surface 11224
contoured to correspond with a 34" diameter probe, and a
second skewed cylindrical surface 11224' contoured to cor-
respond with a Y4" diameter probe, to allow for an increased
contact surface for either size probe. Similar discontinuous
skewed cylindrical surfaces may be provided at the opposite
end of the central bore 820'.

Other arrangements may be utilized to reduce or eliminate
stress applied to the probe (or other insertable element) by the
probe blocking member when the probe blocking device is
moved from the probe accepting position toward the probe
blocking position with the probe inserted into the probe
blocking device. For example, a probe blocking member may
include a softer or compressible material (e.g., a plastic or
elastomer) that transmits less impact force to the inserted
probe. As another example, a probe blocking device may be
provided with a spring-loaded handle that prevents excessive
impact force from being applied to the inserted probe, by
deformation of a spring connecting the handle to the probe
blocking member. In still other embodiments, a probe block-
ing device locking arrangement may be utilized to prevent
movement of the probe blocking device toward the probe
blocking condition when a probe is inserted into the probe
blocking device. For example, a sensor may be utilized to
detect the presence of a probe in the probe blocking device,
and to deliver a signal to an electromechanical locking
mechanism to prevent operation of the probe blocking device.
As other examples, mechanical or magnetic latches triggered
by insertion of the probe may also be used to lock the probe
blocking device against movement toward the probe blocking
condition.

Referring back to the exemplary embodiment of FIGS.
11A-11C, the handle 800 is coupled to the integral stem 810.
The handle 800 is moveable to move the probe blocking
member 122 to the probe blocking position (see FIG. 4C) and
to the probe accepting position (see FIG. 8). In one exemplary
embodiment, the handle 800 is configured to inhibit the appli-
cation of excessive stress to the probe 140. This can be accom-
plished in a wide variety of different ways. For example, the
handle may be located in an area that is difficult to access
when the probe 140 is inserted, the handle may be constructed
such that it is difficult to apply a large force to the handle, for
example by making the handle short and/or a clutch arrange-
ment may be provided between the handle 800 and the probe
blocking member 122. In the illustrated embodiment, the
handle 800 in the probe accepting position is positioned
behind the block valve handle 180, making it difficult to apply
excessive force to the handle 800 when moving it from the
probe accepting position toward the probe blocking position
(see FIG. 7). In addition, the handle 800 is significantly
shorter than the handle of the block valve 106.

To facilitate venting of the valve assembly and downstream
tubing volume when the block valve 106 is closed and the
bleed valve 108 is open, vent holes 818 may be provided in the
probe blocking member 122, as shown in FIG. 11C. The vent
holes 818 may extend substantially perpendicular to the
probe passage 816. The holes may be sized to be small enough
to not allow passage of a probe (for example, smaller than %4"
in diameter), and large enough to readily vent the assembly.

Referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B, the probe blocking mem-
ber 122 is disposed in a cylindrical bore 850. Referring to
FIG. 4C, the cylindrical bore 850 intersects the fluid access
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passage 104 in the valve body 102. The seal rings 802 are
disposed in the seal recesses 812. The seal rings 802 seal
against the valve body 102 and the probe blocking member
122. The seal rings 802 prevent process fluid in the process
fluid passage 104 from exiting the valve body 102. The seal
rings 802 may be o-ring style seal rings. In the illustrated
embodiment, the probe blocking member 122 does not func-
tion as a valve that completely prevents fluid from passing
from the block valve 106 side of the probe blocking member
to the probe port 118 side of the probe blocking member. As
indicated above, the probe blocking device 110 can be
changed to a shutoff valve configuration if sealing between
the block valve side to the probe port side is required.

Referring to FIGS. 11A and 11B, the probe blocking mem-
ber 122 is retained in the cylindrical bore 850 by the retention
pin 804. The retention pin 804 is secured in a retention pin
bore 870 in the valve body 102 and extends into the annular
retention recess 814 in the probe blocking member 122 (see
FIG. 11B). The retention pin 804 allows rotational movement
of'the blocking member 122 in the cylindrical bore 850 about
an axis 880. The retention pin 804 inhibits movement of the
probe blocking member 122 in the cylindrical bore 850 in the
direction of the axis 880.

In the illustrated embodiment, the probe blocking device
110 is limited to ninety degrees of rotation between the probe
accepting position (see FIGS. 7 and 8) and the probe blocking
position (see FIGS. 4B and 4C). This can be accomplished in
a wide variety of different ways. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, stop pins 302 are disposed in the valve body 102. The
stop pins 302 are positioned to engage the probe blocking
device handle at the probe blocking position and at the probe
accepting position.

The bleed valve 108 may take a wide variety of different
forms. Examples of different types of valves that may be used
include, but are not limited to, ball valves, plug valves, shuttle
valves, needle valves, and the like. Any type of valve capable
of'opening and closing the bleed passage 150 can beused. The
illustrated bleed valve 108 is substantially identical to the
block valve, and therefore is not described again in detail.

In the illustrated embodiment, the bleed valve 108 is lim-
ited to ninety degrees of rotation between the closed position
(see FIGS. 4B and 4C) and the open position (see FIGS. 10A
and 10B). This can be accomplished in a wide variety of
different ways. In the illustrated embodiment, stop pins 304
are disposed in the valve body 102. The stop pins 304 are
positioned to engage a bleed valve handle 700 at the open and
closed positions.

The valve interlock arrangement 112 can take a wide vari-
ety of different forms. The valve interlock arrangement 112
may take any form that prevents the block valve 106 from
being moved to the closed position when the probe blocking
device 110 is in the probe accepting position. Additionally or
alternatively, the valve interlock arrangement 112 may take
any form that prevents the probe blocking device from being
moved from the probe blocking position to the probe accept-
ing position when the block valve 106 is closed. In one exem-
plary embodiment, the valve interlock arrangement 112 is
configured to prevent an amount of movement of the block
valve 106 from the open position toward the closed position
from reaching an amount that would damage the probe 140.
In another exemplary embodiment, the valve interlock
arrangement 112 is configured to prevent substantially all
movement of the block valve 106 from the open position
toward the closed position when the probe blocking device is
in the probe accepting position. Additionally, as illustrated,
the valve interlock 112 may be visible from the outside of the
valve assembly. By making the interlock visible, a user will
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more readily recognize that the valve interlock 112 is working
properly, rather than thinking there is a problem with the
valve assembly.

In one embodiment, a valve interlock arrangement may
include an access stop member coupled with an access block-
ing or probe blocking device, and a valve stop member
coupled with a block valve or other such flow control valve.
According to an aspect of the present application, the valve
interlocking arrangement may be configured such that when
the valve is in the open condition and the access blocking
device is in the access palliating condition, the access stop
member is positioned to impede movement of the valve (for
example, by obstructing movement of the valve stop member)
and thereby prevent the valve from being moved to the closed
condition. In an exemplary embodiment, the access stop
member includes a linkage coupled to the access blocking
device, with a first link pivotally connected to a handle of the
access blocking device and a second link pivotally connected
to the first link and pivotally connected to the valve body.
When the valve is in the open condition and the access block-
ing device is in the access permitting condition, the second
link is positioned to obstruct movement of the valve stop
member and thereby prevent the valve from being moved to
the closed condition.

In the illustrated embodiment, the valve interlock arrange-
ment 112 includes the probe blocking device 110, a linkage
190 coupled to the probe blocking device 110, and a block
valve disk 192 coupled to the block valve 106. In this embodi-
ment, the block valve interface component 32 (see FIG. 1A)
is the block valve disk 192, the probe interface component 30
(see FIG. 1A) is the probe blocking device 110 and the link-
age 190 links the two together. Referring to FIG. 4B, the
linkage 190 comprises a first link 194 pivotally connected to
the handle 800 of the probe blocking device 110 at a first pivot
point 196 and a second link 198 pivotally connected to the
first link 194 at a second pivot point 200 and pivotally con-
nected to the valve body 102 at a third pivot point 202.
Referring to FIG. 7, the block valve disk 192 includes a recess
204 with a stop surface 206. Referring to FIG. 4B, when the
probe blocking device 110 is in the probe blocking position,
the second link 198 is spaced apart from the block valve disk
192. Referring to FIG. 7, when the block valve 106 is in the
open position and the probe blocking device 110 is in the
probe accepting position, the second link 198 is positioned in
the recess 204 adjacent to the stop surface 206 to prevent the
block valve 106 from being moved to the closed position.

According to another aspect of the present application, a
valve interlocking arrangement may additionally or alterna-
tively be configured such that when the valve is in the closed
condition and the access blocking device is in the access
blocking condition, the valve stop member is positioned to
impede movement of the access blocking device (for
example, by obstructing movement of the access stop mem-
ber) and thereby prevent the access blocking device from
being moved to the access permitting condition. Such an
arrangement may be utilized to prevent insertion of a probe or
other element through the access blocking device and against
the closed valve (which could cause damage to the inserted
element or to the valve). In an exemplary embodiment, the
access stop member includes a linkage coupled to the access
blocking device, with a first link pivotally connected to a
handle of the access blocking device and a second link piv-
otally connected to the first link and pivotally connected to the
valve body. When the valve is in the closed condition and the
access blocking device is in the access blocking condition, the
valve stop member is positioned to obstruct movement of the
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second link and thereby prevent the access blocking device
from being moved to the access permitting condition.

FIG. 5 illustrates that when the block valve 106 of the
illustrated assembly is closed, the recess 204 is not aligned
with the second link 198. When the probe blocking device
110 is moved from the probe blocking position toward the
probe accepting position, the second link 198 engages the
disk 192. The engagement between the second link 198 and
the disk 192 prevents the probe blocking device 110 from
being moved to the probe accepting position when the block
valve 106 is closed.

According to another aspect of the present application, in a
valve assembly including a first valve (such as a block valve)
and a second valve (such as a bleed valve), a valve interlock
arrangement may additionally or alternatively be configured
such that when the first valve is in the open condition, the
second valve is prevented from being moved to the open
condition. Still further, the valve interlock arrangement may
additionally or alternatively be configured such that when the
second valve is in the open condition, the first valve is pre-
vented from being moved to the open condition.

Asillustrated, when a bleed valve 108 is included, the valve
interlock arrangement 112 may optionally be configured such
that the bleed valve 108 is prevented from being opened when
the block valve 106 is open (FIG. 6A) and/or the block valve
106 is prevented from being opened when the bleed valve is
open (FIG. 10B). This can be accomplished in a wide variety
of different ways. For example, any mechanical linkage, stop,
etc. can be used to prevent one valve from being opened when
the other valve is opened. In one such embodiment, a valve
stop member is coupled to the block valve, and a bleed stop
member is coupled to the bleed valve. When the block valve
is open, the valve stop member is positioned to impede move-
ment of the bleed valve (for example, by obstructing move-
ment of the bleed stop member) and thereby prevent the bleed
valve from being moved to the open condition. Additionally
or alternatively, the valve interlocking arrangement may be
configured such that when the bleed valve is open, the bleed
stop member may be positioned to impede movement of the
block valve (for example, by obstructing movement of the
valve stop member) and thereby prevent the block valve from
being moved to the open condition.

In the illustrated embodiment, the disk 192 and a disk 250
that is coupled to the bleed valve 108 are configured to pre-
vent the bleed valve 108 from being opened when the block
valve 106 is open and to prevent the block valve 106 from
being opened when the bleed valve 108 is open. Referring to
FIG. 4B, the block valve disk 192 includes a recess 252 and
the bleed valve disk 250 includes a recess 254. (In the
embodiment of FIG. 13, where a bleed valve is not included,
the recess need not be included in the block valve disk.) The
recess 252 of the block valve disk 192 has a shape that is
complimentary to the shape of the perimeter of the bleed
valve disk 250. The recess 254 of the bleed valve disk 250 has
a shape that is complimentary to the shape of the perimeter of
the block valve disk 192.

Referring to FIG. 4B, the recesses 252, 254 are adjacent to
one another, such that when both the block valve 106 and the
bleed valve 108 are in the closed position, either the block
valve or the bleed valve (but not both) can be moved to the
open position (see FIGS. 6A and 10A). Referring to FIG. 6A,
when the block valve 106 is in the open position, the perim-
eter of the block valve disk 192 is disposed in the recess 254
of the bleed valve 108. As a result, the bleed valve 108 is
prevented from being moved from the closed position to the
open position. Referring to FIG. 10A, when the bleed valve
108 is in the open position, the perimeter of the bleed valve
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disk 250 is disposed in the recess 252 disk 192. As a result, the
block valve 106 is prevented from being moved from the
closed position to the open position.

FIGS. 4A-10B illustrate operation of the process interface
valve assembly 100. FIGS. 4A-4C illustrate the process inter-
face valve assembly 100 with the block valve 106 closed, the
bleed valve 108 closed, and the probe blocking device 110 in
the probe blocking position. Referring to FIG. 4C, the block
valve 106 prevents fluid from flowing into the fluid access
passage 104, the bleed valve 108 prevents fluid from flowing
out through the bleed port 152, and the probe blocking device
110 prevents the probe from being inserted into contact with
the valve element 120 of the block valve 106.

Referring to FIG. 5, the valve interlock arrangement 112
prevents the probe blocking device 110 from being moved to
the probe accepting position when the block valve 106 is
closed. This protects the block valve element 120 from being
damaged by insertion of the probe 140 into contact with the
block valve member when the block valve 106 is closed. In
the illustrated embodiment, the second link 198 of the linkage
190 contacts the perimeter of the disk 192 to prevent the probe
blocking device from being moved to the probe accepting
position when the block valve 106 is closed.

FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate the block valve 106 opened,
with the bleed valve 108 closed, and the probe blocking
device 110 in the probe blocking position. Referring to FIG.
6B, the open block valve 106 now allows fluid to flow into the
fluid access passage 104. The probe fitting 166 prevents fluid
from leaking around the probe 140. The probe valve 143
(FIG. 4A) may be closed to prevent any fluid that flows past
the probe blocking device 110 from exiting the probe. The
closed bleed valve 108 prevents fluid from flowing out
through the bleed port 152. The bleed valve 108 is prevented
from being opened by the valve interlock assembly 112. That
is, the perimeter of the disk 192 is disposed in the recess 254
of the second disk 250 to prevent the bleed valve 108 from
being opened. The probe blocking device 110 in the probe
blocking position prevents the probe from being inserted into
fluid access passage 104 and through the opened block valve
106.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate the probe blocking device 110
moved to the probe accepting position, with the block valve
106 opened, and the bleed valve 108 closed. Referring to FIG.
8, the probe blocking member 122, now in the probe accept-
ing position, is open for insertion of the probe 140. Referring
to FIG. 7, the block valve 106 is prevented from being closed
by the valve interlock assembly 112. That is, the second link
198 of the linkage 190 is disposed in the recess 204 of the disk
192 adjacent to the stop surface 206 to prevent the block valve
106 from being closed.

FIG. 8 illustrates the probe 140 inserted, with the probe
blocking device 110 in the probe accepting position, the block
valve 106 opened, and the bleed valve 108 closed. The probe
valve 143 can be opened to sample fluid from the process fluid
vessel 142 (FIG. 8) or conduit through the probe 140. The
block valve 106 is prevented from being closed by the valve
interlock assembly 112 to prevent the probe 140 from being
damaged.

In one embodiment, an optional locking arrangement may
be added to the probe blocking device 110 that would prevent
the probe blocking device from being moved from the probe
accepting position to the probe blocking position when the
probe is inserted. The locking mechanism can take a wide
variety of different forms. For example, any arrangement for
locking the probe blocking device handle 800 to the block
valve handle 180 or the valve body 102 can be used. FIGS.
14A and 14B illustrate one example of the wide variety of
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acceptable locking mechanisms. In the example, a locking
mechanism 1400 comprises a spring loaded pin 1402. The pin
1402 is mounted in a hole 1404 in an extension 1406 of the
probe blocking device handle 800. A spring 1407 biases the
pin 1402 into a recess 1408 in the valve body 102 to lock the
extension 1406 of the handle 800 to the valve body. The pin
1402 is pulled out of the recess 1408 against the biasing force
of the spring 1407 (for example by pulling attached ring
1410) to unlock the mechanism 1400. When the mechanism
1400 is unlocked, the probe blocking device can be moved
from the probe accepting position to the probe blocking posi-
tion. As such, the valve operator is required to perform two
steps (i.e. pull the pin and turn the handle) to move the probe
blocking device 110 to the probe blocking position. This two
step process reduces the likelihood that an operator will inad-
vertently move the probe blocking device 110 toward the
probe blocking position while the probe 140 is in the probe
blocking device.

FIGS. 9 and 9A illustrate the probe blocking device 110
moved from the probe accepting position toward the probe
blocking position, with the probe 140 inserted, the block
valve 106 opened, and the bleed valve 108 closed, as in FIGS.
8A-8B. Referring to FIGS. 9B and 9C, the first and second
conical portions 822, 824 contact the probe 140 over a large
contact area to reduce the stress applied to the probe.

The probe 140 can be retracted out of the block valve 106
and out of the probe blocking device 110 when the compo-
nents of the valve assembly 100 are in the positions illustrated
by FIGS. 7 and 8. Once the probe 140 is retracted out of the
probeblocking device 110, the probe blocking device 110 can
be returned to the probe blocking position, as illustrated by
FIGS. 4A and 6B. Once the probe blocking device 110 is in
the probe blocking position, the block valve 106 can be
closed, as illustrated by FIGS. 4A-4C.

Referring to FIGS. 10A and 10B, after the block valve 106
is closed, the bleed valve can be opened to remove process
fluid in the valve assembly 100, in the probe 140, and or in any
instrumentation that is coupled to the probe. The block valve
106 is prevented from being opened by the valve interlock
assembly. That is, the perimeter of the disk 250 is disposed in
the recess 252 of the first disk 192 to prevent the block valve
106 from being opened. The probe blocking device 110 is in
the probe blocking position to prevent the probe from being
inserted into the fluid access passage 104 and into contact
with the block valve 106. After any process fluid is removed
through the bleed valve 108, the bleed valve can be closed to
return the valve assembly to the condition illustrated by FIGS.
4A-4C.

The valves 106, 108, and the probe blocking device 110 can
be arranged in the valve body 102 in a wide variety of differ-
ent positions. In the illustrated embodiment, the handles of
the valves 106, 108, and the probe blocking device 110 are all
on the same side of the valve body. This provides a visual
indication of the state of both valves and the probe blocking
device and makes operation of the valve assembly easy.

Still other features and components may be provided with
one or more of the valve assemblies described herein. For
example, the valve body 102 may be provided with threaded
mounting holes and cap screws 803 or other such fasteners, to
facilitate the assembly of mounting brackets, lockout brack-
ets, heating elements, or other such components. As another
example, the valve body may be provided with a port for
installation of a sensor or gage, such as a thermometer, to
monitor the condition of the fluid within the valve body 102.
This port may be blocked, for example, using a pipe plug 805,
when not in use.
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The invention has been described with reference to the
preferred embodiments. Modifications and alterations will
occur to others upon a reading and understanding of this
specification.

I claim:

1. A valve assembly comprising: a valve body having a
process fluid access passage extending through the valve
body from a process fluid port to an access port; a block valve
disposed in the fluid access passage, said block valve being
operable between open and closed conditions; and an access
blocking device disposed in the process fluid access passage
between the access port and the block valve, the access block-
ing device being moveable from an access blocking condition
in which access to the block valve through the access port is
blocked, to an access permitting condition in which access to
the block valve through the access port is permitted;

wherein the access blocking device includes an internal
passage comprising a central cylindrical bore and first
and second notches intersecting bore edges at opposite
ends of the internal passage, wherein the first and second
notches provide an increased contact area between the
access blocking device and a probe inserted through the
central cylindrical bore.

2. The valve assembly of claim 1, wherein the block valve
is configured to allow a probe to be inserted through the
process fluid port when the block valve is in the open condi-
tion.

3. The valve assembly of claim 1, wherein the first and
second notches each include cylindrical surfaces sized and
oriented to correspond to an outer cylindrical surface of an
inserted probe.

4. The valve assembly of claim 1, wherein the first and
second notches each include a first surface sized and oriented
to correspond to an outer cylindrical surface of a first probe,
and a second surface discontinuous with the first cylindrical
surface and sized and oriented to correspond to an outer
surface of a second probe, with the outer surface of the second
probe being dimensionally different than the outer surface of
the first probe.

5. The valve assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
bleed passage defined in the valve body and extending from a
bleed port to the fluid access passage, and a bleed valve
disposed in the bleed passage between the bleed port and the
fluid access passage, the bleed valve being operable between
an open condition and a closed condition.

6. The valve assembly of claim 1, further comprising a
valve interlock arrangement configured such that operability
of one of the block valve and the probe blocking device is a
function of an operational state of the other of the block valve
and the probe blocking device.

7. The valve assembly of claim 6, wherein the block valve
is prevented from being moved to the closed condition when
the access blocking device is in the access permitting condi-
tion.

8. The valve assembly of claim 6, wherein the access block-
ing device is prevented from being moved to the access per-
mitting condition when the block valve is in the closed con-
dition.

9. A valve assembly comprising:

avalve body having a process fluid access passage extend-
ing through the valve body from a process fluid port to an
access port;

a block valve disposed in the fluid access passage, said
block valve being operable between open and closed
conditions; and

an access blocking device disposed in the process fluid
access passage between the access port and the block
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valve, the access blocking device being moveable from
an access blocking condition in which access to the
block valve through the access port is blocked, to an
access permitting condition in which access to the block
valve through the access port is permitted; and
a valve interlock arrangement configured such that oper-
ability of one of the block valve and the probe blocking
device is a function of an operational state of the other of
the block valve and the probe blocking device;

wherein the valve interlock arrangement comprises an
access stop member coupled to the access blocking
device and a valve stop member coupled to the block
valve, wherein when the block valve is in the open con-
dition and the access blocking device is in the access
permitting condition, the access stop member is posi-
tioned to engage the valve stop member and thereby
prevent the block valve from being moved to the closed
condition; and

wherein the access stop member comprises a linkage

coupled to the access blocking device, with a first link
connected to and pivotable with respect to ahandle of the
access blocking device and a second link having a first
portion connected to and pivotable with respect to the
first link and a second portion connected to and pivotable
with respect to the valve body, wherein when the block
valve is in the open condition and the access blocking
device is in the access permitting condition, the second
link is positioned to engage the valve stop member and
thereby prevent the block valve from being moved to the
closed condition.

10. The valve assembly of claim 9, wherein the access
blocking device includes an internal passage comprising a
central cylindrical bore and first and second notches at oppo-
site ends of the internal passage.

11. The valve assembly of claim 10, wherein the first and
second notches provide an increased contact area between the
access blocking device and a probe inserted through the cen-
tral cylindrical bore to reduce said stress applied to the probe
when the access blocking device is moved from the access
permitting position toward the access blocking position and
into contact with the probe.

12. The valve assembly of claim 9, wherein the valve stop
member comprises a plate connected to a handle of the block
valve for rotation therewith.

13. The valve assembly of claim 9, wherein when the block
valve is in the closed condition and the access blocking device
is in the access blocking condition, the valve stop member is
positioned to block movement of the second link and thereby
prevent the access blocking device from being moved to the
access permitting condition.

14. The valve assembly of claim 9, wherein the block valve
is configured to allow a probe to be inserted through the
process fluid port when the block valve is in the open condi-
tion.

15. The valve assembly of claim 9, further comprising a
bleed passage defined in the valve body and extending from a
bleed port to the fluid access passage, and a bleed valve
disposed in the bleed passage between the bleed port and the
fluid access passage, the bleed valve being operable between
an open condition and a closed condition.

16. A valve assembly comprising:

avalve body having a process fluid access passage extend-

ing through the valve body from a process fluid port to an
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access port and a bleed passage defined in the valve body
and extending from a bleed port to the fluid access pas-
sage;

a block valve disposed in the fluid access passage, said
block valve being operable between open and closed
conditions;

a bleed valve disposed in the bleed passage between the
bleed port and the fluid access passage, the bleed valve
being operable between an open condition and a closed
condition;

an access blocking device disposed in the process fluid
access passage between the access port and the block
valve, the access blocking device being moveable from
an access blocking condition in which access to the
block valve through the access port is blocked, to an
access permitting condition in which access to the block
valve through the access port is permitted; and

a valve interlock arrangement configured such that oper-
ability of one of the block valve and the probe blocking
device is a function of an operational state of the other of
the block valve and the probe blocking device;

wherein the valve interlock arrangement is further config-
ured such that the bleed valve is prevented from being
opened when the block valve is in the open condition,
and the block valve is prevented from being opened
when the bleed valve is in the open condition.

17. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the block
valve is prevented from being moved to the closed condition
when the access blocking device is in the access permitting
condition.

18. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the access
blocking device is prevented from being moved to the access
permitting condition when the block valve is in the closed
condition.

19. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the valve
interlock arrangement comprises an access stop member
coupled to the access blocking device and a valve stop mem-
ber coupled to the block valve, wherein when the block valve
is in the open condition and the access blocking device is in
the access permitting condition, the access stop member is
positioned to engage the valve stop member and thereby
prevent the block valve from being moved to the closed con-
dition.

20. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the valve
interlock arrangement comprises a valve stop member
coupled to the block valve, and a bleed stop member coupled
to the bleed valve, wherein when the block valve is open, the
valve stop member is positioned to engage the bleed stop
member and thereby prevent the bleed valve from being
moved to the open condition.

21. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the valve
interlock arrangement comprises a valve stop member
coupled to the block valve, and a bleed stop member coupled
to the bleed valve, wherein when the bleed valve is open, the
bleed stop member is positioned to engage the valve stop
member and thereby prevent the block valve from being
moved to the open condition.

22. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the valve stop
member comprises a plate connected to a handle of the block
valve for rotation therewith.

23. The valve assembly of claim 16, wherein the bleed stop
member comprises a plate connected to a handle of the block
valve for rotation therewith.
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